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8 vention of 1796. By the annexed table, the 
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each ſociety has complied therewith. 
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penalty to be put in ſuit, arid the penalty re- 
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board ſhould take-place. ff 
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the ſecond poſtponed, it was, on motion, . 


Reſolved, 
5 committee, conſiſting of James Todd and 


SGeorge Drinker, who are authorized to take 
the opinion of legal counſel on the ſubject, and = 

if ſuch counſel prove favorable to the purpoſe 

of the recommendation therein contained, 

5 to prepare and report a memorial accord- . 

 _ ingly—The fourth ſeQion was Fong referred 15 
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Wat for the ſignature « of the Prelident. F 
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committee, was. and and. alter amendment . 
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view that N the more we are impreſſed i 
Aich. its importance, and the more an«ious 

wie are to urge your! ſtrict and faithful obſer- 
due of it. We ſhall only add thereto, at 
preſent, one other requeſt, and that is, that 
Fou would avoid gaming in all its varied 
forms the ruinous and miſerable conſequen- 


ces of this moſt pernicious evil, are fo noto- 


, Tous, and ſo 1 acknowledged, that 
* we cannot too forcibly endeavour to guard 
* againſt it. It ſubjects you to the controul 
of the moſt degrading paſſions, and too 
- nerally leads to the loſs of fortune,” e 

_"_ of every good principle. | 


We can with peculiar / fariofation raform | 
LONG that ſchools and places'of worſhip have 


been eſtabliſhed, and that they are well attend- 


ed by people of your color, in New-York, 


New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Viewi- 


nia and other places; and we are happy to 


_ find, that many of you have evinced, by your 


prudent and moral conduct, that you are : not FE 


2 unworthy of the freedom you enjoy. 


Go on in theſe paths of virtue . 


1 Fivering } in them you will juſtify the Wei- | 


' tude and labors of your friends in your behalf, 
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yo and furniſh an additional argument for the 
1 emancipation of ſuch of your brethren as are 


5 yet in bondage 1 in the United States and i in 
55 85 other parts of the world. e 
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| Refalved, That ths Laid addreſs be * ay | 
1 the Preſident, atteſted by the 3 
and that three thouſand copies thereof toge- 
- ther with alike number of the former addreſs 
to the ſame people, be printed in the form of 
hand bills, to be diſtributed by the different 
. . Abolition Societies, in ſuch ay as may to 
chem appear the moſt proper. 

The committee to whom was . 
hs letter to the ſociety of the friends of the 
blacks of Paris brought i in e nfs a which 
was cohſidered by paragrapt d and 
wy agreed to. 7 5 

The letter to the Se of the 06M | 
was read a ſecond time and adopted as follows: 


The Delegates from the ſeveral Abolition . 
© Sackotles eftabliſhed in the United States,. in- 
en een aſſembled at anc cs th 


Reſpectfully repreſent, 3 
That it appears, by information received 
2 us, that the act of Congrefs, paſſed March 
5 1794, prohibiting our citi- 
ens from ſupplying foreign nations with 
ſlaves, i is evaded in certain parts of the union, 
ty the ſhipment of one, two, or a few ſlaves 
for ſale in a foreign port, on board of veſſels 
not ſpecially fitted out. for carrying. on the 
| Vave trade. The Convention have taken the 


opinion of counſel on the ſubject, and are 8 


aſſured, that ſuch ſhipments are equally a 
© Breach of law with thoſe made on board of 
veſſels originally deſtined to this traffic; this 


| { | - 0 « 19 7% 
| | affurance, Sled from "ebotuble ak e 
encourages us to make application to you, ass 


the proper officer of the government of the ö 
United States, to exert the powers with which 


you are inveſted, for the prevention of the 
offences of which we complain. Hithertoo 
they have been committed with impunity, . 


from a perſuaſion, on the part of the collectors 
of certain ports, that the prohibitions of the 
law did not extend to the caſes referred to. 
But if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
| Treaſury, the exiſting law of Congrels is de- og 
| ſigned to inelude theſe caſes in its reſtrictions —__. 
of the commerce in men, we feel a firm con © 
viction that he will not refuſe his friendly g 
interference in its ſupport, on the preſent wx 
occaſion; but will readily conſent toforward , 5 
ſuch inſtructions to the proper officers, as ſhall — I 
prevent all future doubt in reſpect to the 
meaning of the law, and all future connivance 8 


* 


at its violation. The difficulty of bringing to | = 
_ Juſtice . thoſe who are concerned in evading. =—_— 
the proviſions of the law in queſtion, in thoſe no 
parts of the union where they are moſt com-, = 
mon, renders it neceſſary that great care ſhould  . -. 
be taken to remove every poſſible pretext for | 1 
acting in oppoſition to its true intent. The.. - „ 
force of this remark, we have no doubt, will — 
be fully com prehended by the Secretary . 
the Treaſury, ; pn ns the e of his 
e No : | „% no 
be 
| 


The letter to > the | Secretary of State we the 5 
United States, was read a ſecond time and s 
adopted in the following words; 5 


The Delegates from the ſeveral Abolition, 
Societies eſtabliſhed in the United Tons in a 
- Convenugn aſſembled: at eee 5 
| ReſpeRtully repreſents . i 
Thar the recent condemnation of two CG 
ſels engaged in a commerce contrary to the 
act of Congreſs of March twenty- ſecond, 
1794, which prohibits the citizens of theſe 
ſtates from ſupplying foreign nations with 
ſlaves, has furniſhed us with ſutficient evidence 
to prove that the Daniſh flag and regiſters have 
been made uſe of to cover thele clandeſtine 
© War oc eV Under theſe circumſtances we 
feel ourſelves impelled by the powerful mo- 
tives of humanity and duty to our country, 
to forward the encloſed evidence, duly given 
to the Diſtrict Court of Pennſylvania, and 
to requeſt ſuch aid and interference of the 
Executive of the United States with the 
Court of Denmark and other foreign powers, 
under whoſe authority ſuch practices now 
obtain, or may hertafter be attempted, as 
may be conſiſtent with propriety, to prevent 
the uſe of their flag and regiſters by citizens 
of the United States under any pretence what- 
ever for the purpoſe of carrying on the c com- 
merce in men. | 


The following ca decree « the 
National Convention of France, was preſent- 


ed by one of the delegates of Pennſylvania: 
DECRRE, 
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Which Geldes, dat le dinge E „ 
negröes is aboliſhed in all the colonies, e 
refers it to the committee of Publie Safety to 
be put into form, and to report e eee 5 
e e W it into e 


| Sifeenth Pon ee year. 


a—_— of the'k Berber is aboliſhed in * . 
colonies: and therefore decrees, that all men, 
without diſtinction of color, who reſide i 1 
the colonies; are French citizens, and ſhall "ol 
enjoy all a I ann oF ON 0 
Conſtitution. 5 
Referred to the 8 5 8 ſafe ty. 
to report, forthwith, on. the meaſures. to. be. 


. to ery this decree into ca . 
& Tri OP. 


f 


 SONTHONAX, 
8 „ MOND. 

BY © 1 d by he nan 
3 wuen 10 St. Domingo. 53 
5 5 ASCAL, Secretary Centr A 

. „802 ON the twelfth article of che Conſular Con- 5 
vention, between France and the United State: | 8 
All differences and ſuits between French citizens in * ; 
United States and between American citizens in the domi-'_ 
nions of France, ſhall be determined by the reſpective Oon- 
ſuls and Vice Conſuls, either by a reference to arbitrators, or 
dy a ſummary judgment and without coſts and no officer 
of the country, civil or military, ſhall interfere — or 
take OP m_ eee in che matter.“ 4 1 15 


£3 


e 


Reſolved, ue pa St che ale 


| : a adden to each of the different Abolition. 5 


Societies a copy thereof, certified by the * 
Per officer in the United: States, 


The addreſs to the ſeveral Abolition 3 + 


| eties, was read a ſecond time by paragraph, 
and aan as follows, Ds = - 


8 7 5 9 Society for promoting the 


e of Sla very. 
10 Med you of our b to 6 


kieit your further advice and aſſiſtance; and to 


requeſt your ſpecial attention\to the ac" b 


[0 object af our meetings, we now addreſs you. 


We have, as formerly, gone chrolich our 


| buſineſs with harmony and ſatisfaction; the 


peculiar objects thereof will appear from our 


minutes, herewith tranſmitted; and we can 


truly add, that the 1 important advantages evi- 


dently avifing from ſuch a collection of in- 


formation and exchange of ſentiment are too 
obvious, not to unite us in the recommenda- 


tion, that a ſimilar Convention of delegates 


from the different abolition ſocieties, be held 


in this city on the firſt day of June, 1798. 


The non-compliance of | ſeveral ſocieties 


with this propoſal for ſome years paſt, in- 
duces us to believe that ſome obſtacles may 
| exiſt, which poſſibly might be removed; we 


therefore requeſt, thatwhere it is not agreed to 


ſend delegates, ſuch ſocieties would favor the 
: Convention, in ERS with their determi- 


nation 5 


mation and the cauſes of it. Th | 
enable the Convention to Judge of Ge | moſt 5 
5 proper mode of proceeding in future. 

A table, containing the requiſitions of this 
bs and the former Conventions, and how far 


they have hitherto been complied with by 


| each ſociety, will ſhew the propriety and 
and neceſſity of fulfilling thele requiſitions; 
which, after being thus pointed out need not 
no be further tififted on. | 
When we conſider the extenſive ee | 
of education on ſociety,” we think a due * 
tention to the inſtruction of the blacks and peo- _ 
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* of color of every deſeription cannot = 


too forcibly impreſſed. This will apply not 


merely to what is called ſchool learning, but 


eſſentially conſiſts in inculcating the ſound | 
Principles of morality and religion as well as 
| Habits of temperance and induſtry. From a 


_ eontinued regard to the welfare of this much 


injured and much oppreſſed people, we have 
again addreſſed them on ſuch points as we 
15 judged would be moſt beneficial; but i it wilt 


in a great degree reſt with you to circulate © 


and enforee the advice recommended: and 
wie may add, that, as the evils which muſt ; 
Ge neceſſarily reſult from their being retained in 
2 ſtate of 1 ignorance are incalculable, ſo it is, 
in our opinion, the greateſt and perhaps the 


_ only important ſervice we can render to them 


and to our country, to diſſeminate learning 
and morality amongſt them, thus raiſing them 


gradually and ſafely to that level, to which 
Wy Bey mult, in the courſe of me, * 


— 
— 
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s : . 
1 
E , 
, oh „ 5 
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be different Fn have from, year _ 
5 o year, endeavoured to procure from the A- 
bolition Societies, every kind of information 


which may illuſtrate the biſtory of ſlavery 
in the United States; we now repeat their re · 
queſt; with a view to the formation of a LY 
tory of this important fubjeR. wh 


From the general accounts 88 as well 


as from our own obfervations, we are induced 


Wis 2, to recommend, that where ſeveral | 
Abolition Societies exiſt in one ſtate, . th 

= ;aov6ndh, if. poflible, form a general plan» of 
union oreonfeerntion; ſo as, on all e 
|" Gccalions, to act in concert. 


FL "You are already well informed of the at 
of Congreſs of March twenty-ſecond, 1794, 
| prohibiting the citizens of the United States 
from ſupplying foreign nations with ſlaves; 
£ you will alſo moſt probably have heard that 
this wiſe and humane law has been too fre- 


quently violated by our'citizens; in conſe- 5 


quence of which the Abolition Societies of 
Pennſylvania, New-York and „ 
have ſeverally commenced proſecutions E 


gainſt divers perſons and veſſels, engaged in 


this abominable traffic; the firſt named ſocie- 
ty has been ſucceſsful in the two proſecutions 


they undertook. The veſſels have been con- 


demned in the Diſtrict Court of Pennſylvania 
and of the United States of America, and 
actions are pending againſt the maſters and 
owners in the Circuit Court of che United 


States | in OT for the Penvfſylvania WT of 


A En % : * 


A 


# 


"the 


* | 


tant uſe of E . 
The difficulties hich ths 3 oe⸗ ; 


1 Ns "i ” thn ſocieties wil meet wi ; h 
| <qual fucceſs.:. 4A 


Beſides the information 3 ) given by 


ſocieties to each other as occaſion may 2 | 


to aſſiſt them in checking ſuch clandeftine 
practices, we believe it would be highly uſe- 
ful to forward every particular that comes to. 
your knowledge on this ſubject, to The, next 
Convention, h may . 


curred reſpecting the blacks and people c of - 
lor who have for ſeveral years paſt emi 


from the French Weſt- Indies into the United 
States have engaged the attention of this and 


the preceding Conventions. To remove theſe 7 


difficulties, we tranſmit you a certified copy « of 
an authenticated decree of the National Con- 


vention of France, of the ſixteenth Pluvioſe, i 


ſecond year of the Republic; (February fifth, 


| decree, ſince fully confirmed by the French 


conſtitution of 1 795, we believe you will have 


it in your power to afford every legal and ef- 


_ feQual aſſiſtance to theſe N pebple. 
There yet remains a ſubject which, though 


| often urged, ſtill continues to demand our 


ſerious attention; we allude to the moſt pro- 


per means of extending the principles of 1 
. ren . 2 mankind 


8 1 * 8 * AY 
* 9 Jer? 


5 


1794) which has heen lately received 4b the- TT 
| Pennſylvania Abolition Society. With this 
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we profeſs to i ra 8 powers * 
tkhoſe of perſuaſion and onvincement, found- 
ed on the unerting baſis of truth and juſtice, 
we with you duly to advert to the magnitude 5 
_ 6f tlie cauſe in which we are engaged, to per- 
ſevere with patience and fortitude in your 
applications to legiſlative bodies and courts of 
Juſtice, for the relief of our unfortunate Afri- 
can brethren, and to continue to enlighten the 
public mind, by ſpreading as much as poſſible, 
all kind ef uſeful information on the ſubject: 
that thus we may, in every form, and on eve- 
ry occaſion, be ready to plead the caufe of the 
oppreſſed, in the language of perſuafion and 
of truth. And then we ſhall have done our 
dutyz and then we may, in humble confidence, i 
look up for the bleſſing and protection of the 


great Father of all, wwho/e ways are juſt and : 


equal, and who. bath Ton me one: ee = 1 
rations of men. br 4 
It was, on re 


* Reſolved, That fo much of the reports 
rs the ſeveral: ſocieties, as relates to the 


. . 
Y 


_. ſubje@oftheeducation of Africans, and their 


. deſcendants, be annexed in the form of an 
1 appendix to- the 8 minutes ef this 
Ton vention. We 


Reſolved, That i it be edc that 5 
0 all communications intended for the enſuing 
Convention, be directed to the care of James 
Pemberton, Philadelphia, Preſident of the 
Pennſylvania N for e che abo. | 


N Ktion of ſlavery.” SES * ly y 5 
8 7 eſolved, 


Refolvea! That g P. n Sau 
Coates, James Todd and Robert Patterſon, be 

a committee to ſuperintend the publication 
and diſtribution of the minutes of this Con- 
vention, as well as of the addreſs to the free 
blacks, the addreſſes to the ſeveral Abolition 
Societies, and the letters and memorials order- 
ed by this Convention; to have the minutes 
of this year's proceedings copied, and to give 
| three months notice to the ſocieties of the 
meeting of the Convention next year. 


Reſolved, That the abſtracts of the-laws. 
of the ſeveral ſtates, reſpecting ſlavery and 
| faves, as reported by the committee appoint- 
ed to execute them, be referred to the com- 
mittee for printing and diſtributing the mi- 
nutes of this Convention; who are hereby 
directed to obtain any neceſſary corrections, 
and cauſe them to be N as an e 
to the minutes aforeſaid. - 


| Reſolved, That the . committee pre- 
ſent to the Speaker of the Senate of Penn- 
ſylvania, the thanks of this Convention for 
: — uſe of the Senate Chamber. 


Reſolved, That fifteen hundred copies af 
the proceedings of the Convention be printed 


and diſtributed amongſt the ſeveral Abolition 
e in the United States. 


e ee f ine die. 1 

Pubs * 3 'y order of the Gn, : 

THOMAS P. COPE Secretary, . 
lach, TM 966. I . 1 


— 
R 


4: 


bre, ile the reports 1 the Abolition Soc K * 
| as _Tyſecting education. 1 
Ne Tert Society. : 


Tux New Vork ſociety many view nem, inflitated 
a ſchool for the inſtryQion of African deſcendants, in vari- 


ous ſpecies of knowledge; this inſtitution, which conſide- 
rable experience has proved te be of the higheſt impor- 
tance to the progreſs of emancipation and the welfare of 


the ſudjects of our care, has fince the laſt Convention fes 


ceived a new ſhare of our attention, undergone a renovati- = 


on, and is now on a more fDouriſhing and reſpectable foot- 
ing than at any former period. By an appropriation of 


the principal part of the funds of the ſociety; to this Object, 


together with the annual dividend of the bounty of the 
ſtate, and the contributions of individuals, we have, at an 
expenſe of more than fourteen hundred pounds, purchaſed 
2 building and lot ſuitable for our purpoſe, and the ſchool 
is now maãintained at the rate of about one thouſand dollars 
a year. This inſtitution, as the Convention will obſerve 
from the conſtitution! of the ſociety, is under the immediate 
e of a board of Truſtees.“ It is provided with a 
wa maſter 
8 : j # 
de uftion 0 the New-York 8 * hae on 0 
2 nan of 20m; been or F muy be prom hy ad 


ARTICLE vVIL. 


£ 


5 Tice ite e Boil et rar Rr the e 


e chnfiſt of ten Members, beſides the Chairman and Sceretary. Ar 
overy ftated meeting of the ſociety, the two Members firſt named on 


the GENIE LEO RING, uh Her LOI iT the like num. 


„ 


8 | 3. The Trufices ate'to 222 tareily once evety month, and at ſach 
me w'the Chairinin thall requite, and at ſuch places as he ma 

_ _ UireQ, or the majority of them at any meeting ſhall appoint. four 
the Members with the Chairman ſhall make a ſufficient to tranſact 
 - buſineſs, and if the Chairman be abſent five Members including u Chaire 
CCC 


eee empowered to procure the neceſſary inſtru& 


vide all neceſſary accommodations for the ſchool, and 82 | 
2 for 


WWW cker. 


„ 
ng as 1 p 
6 1 — 


 qnaſter, uſhe,and miſtreſs, by whom/the pupil are tavghe 
reading, penmanſhip, arithmetic, Epgli rammar and 
Beog aphy, and the female ſcholars, in addition, needle- 
Work. The number of ſcholars on the firſt of January 1797, 
was ons hundred and twenty-twoz of whom fſixty-three 
were males, and fifty-nine females,” and this is about the 
uſual number; many of them being of ſufficient age to be 
occaſionally ſerviceable to their parents and maſters, ſome 
_ irregularity unavoidably happens in their attendance, but 
this ane ſo e that 5 two-thirds ure 
nerally preſent. e appearance, conduct and progreſs 
85 this Lhool, in the opinion of the Truſtees, 78011 do 
credit to any inſtitution of the kind, and is exceeded by 
On the whole they exhibit an example of ſucceſsful in- 
Auſtry, highly honorable to themſelves, gratifying to their 
parents, encouraging to their patrons and conſoling to hu- 
manity. Mean while the ſpirit of improvement has diffuſ- 
ed itſelf among many of their color, who have attained. 
to years of maturity, without the benefits of inſtruction. 
An evening ſchool under the patronage of the Board of 
Truſtees, but not at the expenſe of the ſociety, has been 
bk ee ka 


They may make any regulations which they may deem neceſſary for 
the due government of the ſchool, and direct the courſe of ſtudies and 
diſcipline therein. They may inſtitute, at the expenſe of the ſociety, ſuch 
premiums as they may judge proper for the encouragament of the ſcholars 
in their learning; provided they do not exceed the ſum of ſix pounds in 
one year. They have power to regulate the adinifſiohi of ſcholars, and 
to aſſeſs ſuch taxes as they may think reaſonable and neceſſary on the 
parents, guardians and maſters of the ſcholars; re liſts of which 

aſſeſſments are tv be tranſmitted by them to the Regiſtar, whois to record 


5 1 
. 


che ſame and deliver an atteſted copy thereof to the Treaſurer, who is 


to collect the ſeveral ſums aſſeſſed of the perſons in ſuch liſts named. 


4̃.̃. It is the duty of the Truſtees. to viſit the ſchool. once in every month; 
to examine the ſcholars as to their proficiency and conduct, and to'cauſe 
to be made a written report of the Kate of the ſchool and of their pro- 
ceedinga, to every ſtated rr of the ſociety; and to give any fur- 
ther information reſpe@ing the ſchool and the obje&ts of their. appoint- 
ment, which they may judge neceſlary. | ee e 
F. The Chairman ſhall preſide at all meetings of the Truſtees, and | 


preſerve order therein, and ſhall have a caſting vote and no other. He 
may 3 meetings whenever he ſhall think proper, or whenever 
equeſted by any two of the Truſtees, He is to ſign all reports and 
ot er official acts of the board. %%% ! 


6. The Secretary is to keep fair and regul the ede de proce! © 
wo of the Truſtees, to give notice to the Truſtces of the, times and places 
f meeting, and, under the direction and with the aſſiſtance of the Chairs 
e 8 W. Td, 


man, to prepare all reports to the ſociety. 


[7 3 5 y * 
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| Haflituted the laſt winters: this ſchool which is e 
the maſter and uſher of the ſociety ſchool, for their own* 
' emolument, is ſupported by the pupils, who amount to- 
forty: four, of both ſexes, and themſelves defray the charges 
of | their education. Hitherto a degree of decorum and in- 
duſtry has prevailed among them much to their honor and 
advantage and it will no doubt be gratifying to the Con- 


vention to learn that the uſher in eitker ſchool, is himſelf of 


African deſcent, and diſcharges the duties of his office with. - 
a zeal, fidelity and ſucceſs, worthy of Wo Ea * 8 
. and * e as a e 8 


3 A 


estate Guy. 0 Hh 8 ne 


© in the year 179 5 the committee of the Aboli. 
9 carnal for improving the condition of the free blacks, * 
ET purchaſed 


22S | { 1 ue eee Ms a 
The buſineſs relative to the free blacks ſhall be tranſacted by a com- 


mittee of rwenty-four perſons, annually elected by ballot, at the meet - 


ing of this ſociety in the motith called April; and in order to perform 
the different ſervices with expedition, regularity and energy this com- 
mittee ſhall reſolve itſelf into the following ſub-committees, viz. Ws 


I. A Committee of InſpeRion, who ſhall ſuperintend the morals, gene · 
ral conduct and ordinary ſituation of the free negroes, and afford them 
advice and inſtruction, protection from wrongs and other fans: ofli- 


| ces. 


II. A Committee of Var dis. who ſhall place out children, and young | 
people with ſuitable perſons, that they may (during a/moderate time of 
apprenticeſhip or ſcrvitude) learn ſome trade or other means of ſubſiſ- 
tence. The committee may effect this partly by a perfuaſive influence 


on parents and the perſons concerned, and partly by co-operating with 


the laws which are or may be enacted for this and ſimilar purpoſes. 
In forming contracts on hep occaſions the committee ſhall ſecure to rhe 
_ ſociety ſo far as may or cas the: r we e over | 
the perſons ſo bound. * N 25 

IH. A Committee of Bede, 5 ſhall fer Been the ſchool ne | 
tion of the children and youth of the free blacks; they may either influence - 
them to attend regularly the ſchools already eſtabliſhed in this city, or 
form others with this view; they ſhall, in either caſe provide, that the pu- 


ife, eſpecially a deep impreſſion. of the moſt important and generally ac- 
wledged moral and religious principles. 1 55 60 mall alſo procure and 
preſerve a regular record of the 9 irths and e . 
all free blacks, | 


© 41 of Committee of Bagley, e ee ee 
employment 


N ſree negroes en to workz ; noche want o 


ils may receive ſuch learning as is neceſſary for their future ſituation in 


Fa 


Purchafe * pounds per a annum, 
2 lot of ground ſituate on the north ſide of Cherry: ſtreet, 
between Sixth and Seventh-ſtreets, on which they foon 
after placed a frame building and n a free ſchool for 
the inſtruction of children of color of both ſexes; in this 
ſchool are tauglit, ſpelling, reading, and needle work. 
Eleanor Harris, a black woman, being judged well qua- 
lied, has been employed as their teacher fince the opening 
of the ſchool. Her ſalary is one hundred dollars per an- 
bum; ſhe is alſo provided with a dwelling in the houſe, 
and with fire wood. The children are furniſhed with the 
neceſſary ſchool-books. The ex penſes of this ſchool are 
defrayed out of the particular funds of this committee, 
raiſed by donations, legacies and annual ſubſcriptions. 
The ſchool is regularly viſited every month by the com- 
mittee of education, The number * ſcholars who gene- 
rally attend is thirty. . 


With a view further to extend che beneßts be” e ee 

to the Africans and their defcendants, the above named com- 
ittee for improving the condition of the free blacks, have 

lately procured additional contributions, ſuppoſed ſufficient 

to enable them to eſtabliſh two more ſchools, which it is 


expected will ſhortly be opened, one in the wenden, pad 
the other in the ſouthern part uf the city. = | 


The committee for improving the condition of the free 
blacks have alſo afforded e afliſtance to a ſociety of 


2 young 


this would occaſion poverty idlenefs and mauy vicious habits, The com- 
mittee will Ad 3 inquiry be enabled to find common labour for a 
reat number alſo provide that ſuch as indicate proper | 
learn os Goa hay 8 . iling upon them 

to bind themſelves for ſuch a term of years as compenſate their 
maſters for the expenſe and trouble of inſtruction and maintenance. The 
committee may attempt the inſtitution of ſome uſeful and ſimple manu- 
factures, which require but little fill, and alfo may affiſt in e- 

ing buſineſs, ſuch as. appear to be qualified for it. | | 

Whenever the committee of inſpection mall find perfans of any par- 
"ticular deſcription requiring attention, they ſhall nope th direct 
them to that committee of whoſe care they are the proper object. 


5 re e nature the committees ſhall confer, and if neceſ- 
Fary, a&t in concert : Aﬀairs of great importance ſhall he referred to the 
whole committee. 


ye expenſe incurred e this plan, hall be defray- 
ed by a ſund to be formed by donations or ſubſcriptions. for theſe par- 

ticular purpoſes, and to be kept ſeparate from the other funds of this 

' ſociety. The committee ſhall make a report of their proceedings and ot 

che rated of their ſtock, to the lociety at ans ans, Apa 

2 called April and October. 
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employed a maſter, and bave themſelves ferved alternately. 


as his afliſtants. The blacks are provided with. books; Ke. $ 


and taught gratis. The eipenſe is now defrayed by yolan- 
tary e of. the. ſociety of young men. About 


üxty ſcholars, are at preſent taught in this ſehool. A Firſt⸗ 


day or Sunday ſchool is kept at this houſe in the 2 
ſeaſons. for the inſtruction of. black men in e | 


writing by the ſame ſociet/ of young men. * and 4; M 


Beſides the ſchools more particularly under the: care. and. 


direction of the ſociety, there are ſeveral others in this city, 


_ eftablſhed for the improvement. of the people of color, in 


55 various branches of uſef ul learning. 3 
In the year 1991, two ſchools Be the infrugion # black | 


childres, male and female, were inſtituted by the ſociety 
. of Friends, on a lot of ground belonging to them in Wil- 
" lings-alley—An houſe Was built, and the ſchool ſupported 
by voluntary contributions from the members of that ſoci- 
ety, until the year 1786, when by a legacy of Anthonx 
Benezet, amounting to à ground rent of ninety pounds per 
annum, a donation. of five hundred pounds ſterling from 
England. and ſome legacies in this country, all of which 

were veſted in ground rents, the yearly. income of the 


he 4 ſchool was near two hundre . falavies of, 


the maſter and miſtreſs, expenſe fire · wood, books an 5 
ſtationary, amount to about two N pt and rag Ks 

pounds per annum. The balarice is made up by th 
of Friends. The teachers live in the houſe, rent 5 Eg: an 


are provided with fire · wood no children of colgr N . 5 
2 


' ſlaves or others are refuſed admittance to this ſchool. 1 
rage. number in each ſchool is, about. forty. {cholars.. 


'"heſe ſchools are under the care of a committee of twelve 


bee . who vifiethens 

regularly once a month. | 

In the year 1795s a number of. 'O! 

city, formed a ſociety for the purpoſe « teaching black 

| women and girls reading and writings. "They have pro- 
cured' a ſchook room, give their perſonal attendance as 
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+ mh engaged — Davis's as teacher, for four months, 
.- the rate of fixty dollars a year, 


| carrying int RI reſ 
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| ciety, competent teachers, to take the immediate os of Taid ſc 


of thar ITE and of the ſtate ef the inſtitution. 


4 4 Y 7 I f : 
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* ints eli | 


opened ſchool on Sunday 


the Seventh of December laſt in Archibald M<Lean's 16 
room, on which day they admitted ſeventeen ſcholars: the 
number: bas increaſed every I on Oy, at preſent | 
| FR amounts 


3 wocbee members of the 


It hall be | duty of. 104 © committee. wh e e to > en 


- Tuitable apa 28 ratis, if poſſible). for the accommodation of ſcho- 


lars to be y 16ar* 3 itted, and to employ, at the expeniſe of th oe 


Tn theſe ſeminaries ſhall be taught, orthography, rea wp hay 9 


the more uſeful” parts of arithmetic; and t ie morals of 
en attended to. | 


| Theſe ſchools ſliall be open indiſcrin agb il 
I of indigent. parents, whoſe circumſtances in life, exclude them from 


0 other means of education, but more eſpecially the children of free blachs 
and mulattoes, and the flaves of all who chooſe to ſend them; alſo, free 


adults of the aforementioned deſcription who may be thought able to 
pay, and the children of ſach ſhall be admitted at a low rate of tuition, 


CG EI IO laid in: | 
255 . | 
2 [The committee ſhall be choſen for one year in the ſame manner as 
other officers—as ſoon as convenient after their election, they ſhall di- 


vide themſelves equally into two claſſes, the firſt of which ſhall vacate 


heir places at the end of ſix months, and the ſecond at the end of twelve 
months; ſo that one half ſhall be choſen every ſix months—and no men i 
ber who ſhall have ferved out the regular term of his appointment, 


ſhall. be eligible for the next fix months -in caſe of vacancies in their 


" eas ee 
OP Pore 


The commitios hall divide be into N „ one «At which 


n rotation ſhall attend faid-ſchools perſonally every Sabbath day, to in- 


Foy the ſtate of them, ſee that the teachers perform their duty, and 
r 


2 other purpoſes, which ey may conceive in 4 to S : 


the ends of the inſtitution. 
Maron 3 ih ccopitter Gall ver be abs is thn 6g 


procure ſuitable teachers, or if at any time vacancies happen, in Se | 
- - - cafe, the committee ſhall themſelves by claſſes; take charge of ſuch ſhook | 


or ſchools as may be deſtitute till it or they can be ſupplied, _ 
+, The committee mall, under the aforeſaid regulations, have a diſere- 


tionary power in the management of faid inſtitution; they ſhall have the 
ſole right of admitting, reſecting and oy rg ſcholars, of fixing the 


hours of commencing and breaking up ſchool; raked nevertheleſs, that 


the concurrence of two-thirds of the members ſhall be nece for 


the expulſion of any ſcholar whom they may deem unworthy of the in- 
fiitution; they ſhall meet at leaſt once a month, for the tranſaQion of 
buſineſs, and ſhall at each quarterly meeting of the ſociety, make 5 5 
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your committee ſtate, that they have four who-writea very Fþ| + 
| egible hand, read the ſeriptures with a tolerable facility and 

have commenced arithmetic: eight. others art capable : 

; | reading the Teriptures, but have as yet made ſmall advance 

„ ment in writing: fifteen can ſpell words of three or four 

1 8 1 ſyllables ; and read eaſy lefſons: ſome of theſe have been __ 

„ to writing; the reſidue are chiel ly NURS, 05 Alphabet or 

„ | to tpel monoſyllables. „ „ 

„%% ö; Many of the pupils (eſpecially thoſe af mature — 
V 'evince a ſtrong deſire and conſiderable aptitude for : 
Their deportment i in general is orderly ee and _ oo 

| „; N. . external appearance very decent. TINY 

E + Your committee feel gratified in having it in their power | 

. ; to report thus fayourabſy of the inſtitution. They flatter 

175 themſelves that its effects will be laſtingly beneficial in im- 

57 prcving the minds and amending che — he thoſe: for 

. whoſe advantage it was eſtabliſhed,” ee ee 
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8 To tranſmit certi tified copier of all the laws in f were 8, 
| | "reſpefive fates Telating to Hauer), at well ff  _ 
. 1 2 repealed as of. theſe in 5 JJ i gl 
| 1 Connecticut tranſmitted in 17957. . „ „„ NO 
| 111 5 ; . 
JJ Oe On 
LD © Penolylyanta, © vhs e JJV 
1 8 x; ee, lo Ce 
_— Virginia C1111! LD To BT es 
e Alexandria. F in 1797, 4 copy of 
Yr „ diſſertation on Ps 77. ich contains . 
_ _ - ance of all the laws of Virginia reſpecting flavery fromm 
its ſettlement till 1794. Kody pa? e ſince ape. „„ 
95 | Rhode-Ifland, Delaware, and Kentucky ſocieties have Ff 
not yet tranſmitted. 5 e 3j 
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 Choptan ee in 179% tember t. wer 
1 complied in 1797. Members fixty-two. 


Pays complied in 1796 and 1797. Members one | 


1 . dred and forty+ſeven. Ke SAS 


'-Rhode-Ifland,. Connecticut, Waſhing ton, js > 4 WY a 
| eee Wineheſter and de 0 have not 
| "Ft. ſeut mh * onde ee „ nd 8 


0 Iv. An lent or the proceedings if eh PO 


"OI relieving perſons un 
e r Janu r3 . have had complaints ho. 


49 3 A 1 ninety 7 
| ſeent—twenty- nine 


ed on the law prohi- 


5+ 07. 4.1 AO unſucceſsful—heavy damages recovered, 

n ſome inſtances—twenty-one caſes now in 
ſair—nineteen under conſideration. 

1 Many manumiſſions have been effected Bude 

' ſociety. January 1796, but no preciſe information is 


Feet received towbat numberand under what 


- circumſtances. .- '- 


2 It appears from the minutes df the acting com- 


ee mittee of the ſociety, that many hundreds 


of Africans have been liberated through | 


..*- their aid ſince the inſtitution of the ſociety. 
g e ſent a liſt of perſons liberated by their 


0 agency up to 1796, N to eighty 


ſince 1788. 


ee, | A; variety of ſuits were ro tinted againſt the 8 


faciety s - © unlawful holders of faves laſt year, and in 


Baltimore, | | conſequence many have been hberated— 


there are ſeveral ſuits now pending in law, 
which are expetted to have the like favor- 


F N 
Choptank . Th ſociety has exerted itſelf i in Gor of the. 


ſociety, Africans, for ſeven years; and been the-in- 


ſtrument of liberating'more than fixty indi- 
viduals, and has failed but in a ſingle applis - 


e eaten 9 e e in their behalf. 
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riops,. 2 or of Atriean de- 
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biting importation —feven as free born—, _ 


a pra — on chew law acainſt i im- ff 
1 8e ; 1; five will probably be eee 8 33% 8 
5 . . he other e, Larger "org So „ 
| 15 856 on the above ſive ſuits are pending are 
„ eee A ſuit in Norfolk court and one 3 
„ iin North Carolina now: PIER, oo 
175 „ eerxpenſe of this ſociety. < cn, ul 
If i  Firginia_ Nothing of material importan fince the EE. 
„jj * vention of 1796. Suits commenced before 

. [| pending in behalf of between twenty | — 

pode Man ConneRicut, "Waſhington, as” 1 . 
de eee Wee "ou "HOO: Hen ſent no. . TJ 
A 5 | %%%%Cͤͤ ͤꝙ 
: V. A "Ratner of the e of the blacks ' in Cee OO 
each fate bath bond and free, with reſped 1 0 „„ 
the property. of the free, and t 2 employment ond. „ 7 io. ee 
moral conduct of TT. PE 


W ber. * number of people of . in the . 
Ss dl New-York not known—exceeds two thou- 
= ++ ſand—in the city names of one thouſand . 
ocddWollected of theſe more than half are free, 

5 EE | employed as ſervants, labourers, ſailors, me- VV 
chanics, &c,—-a few are ſmall traders— VVV. 
Condition tolerable—many in town ant 
Country freeholders—ſeveral worth y 5 ff. 
'.. .. three hundred to thirteen hundred dollars - 8 
| _.-._ various aſſociations among the free blacks. | | Ml 
for mutual ſupport, benefit and improve. ND. ä 
Wi MN . lo Sis | Went —one has a lot for a burying. 8 ED 16) co 2 0 
| | > aud the ſcite of 2 church worth fifreen bun. : "2 

5 Ts dred dollars. oth > 1 . On 

A, | In a ſtate of progreſlive i improvement. % — 
ede Condition, as to enjoyments of life and reſpecs / i „ 

; _  tability, much the ſame as in New-York... 1 85 B 

15 a. 9 with in 1796. See the minutes of the =  , 
| 1 of that year page 20 and 21 _. — 
The condition of the blacks from the infor. ; „„ 
mation this ſociety has received is 7 ä 
Boptanl. 45 ameliorated, and ſome few of the tree are „„ 
ee nabled to“ provide for themſelyes without JJ 
: mammanval labor—moral conduct equal to thar . 5 „ 
ok the whites in like circumliadces—minitte | VVV 
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: ee. _ and lot for a ſchool 2 by the 
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155 iſted many Fears — more flouriſhing now. 
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- 5 thouſand five hundred Aula ary 4 


; : 8577 f the ſchool. one thouſand dollars 
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taught reading, pehmanſhip, arithmetic, 
Engliſh grammar and geography—girls(ad- 


: . ; Aictenall) needle work —- number one hun- 8 


dred and twent two boys ſixty· three 


girls fifty. nine improve faſt and behave as - 
| well as any other childret—evening ſchool | 
in che winter for free blacks, adults —taught 
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„ number, forty-four—uſher a black 5 
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oy e inſtruction of all children in the ſtate, 
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22 Within the city and liberties of Philadelphia 


there are at preſent ſeven ſchools for the 
education of people of colot; at which pen 
| haps near three hundred ſcholars of both 


„ ſiꝛes uſually attend two other ſchools are 


about to be opened for the ſame purpoſe. : 


| Maryland « at. Several children of Africans and other ple 


Ballinore. of color now under à courſe of inſtruction 
a44ls«n academy (of which notice was given to 


N 4 . RL . the laſt convention) will he openeck the en- 


E ; 


_ ſuing ſeaſon, and ſuftable pts provided. 


lee. A Sunday ſchool opened by this ſociety in De- 


cember, 1795, for the reception of Africans 
and their deſeendants the number of ſeho- 


lars who ufually attend is one hundred and 
eight they are inſtructed in reading, pen- 


manſhip and arithmetic. 


From Rhode: Iſland, Connecticut, Waſhington, Wilming- 7 


ton, Delaware, Cheſter-rown, Choptank, Virgitiia, Winehel 
8. and — focietieg—no informa received. 


5 FP 


as 2 maſter, uſher and miſtreſs—ſcholars 


== 

—_— 
C 1 
1 


1 25 133 


8 * 


: bx. To ofabli 1 neriedical diſcourſes on the fu ect 


lover and the means. of 0 abolition. 


c. 0 information this year—there have been . 

fs ah fs ven or eight diſcourſes delivered before the; 
mie the greater part of which have been f 
17 printed and circulated extenſively. 


; New: 154. "The firit annual diſcourſe delivered before this 


ſociety the twelfth of April, 1797. 
| wie. Not deemed neceſſary in this Rate, where the 
general ſentiments of the r are, in a 
eat degree, e ele of the 


© focie 
Maryland. fo with. 
Rhode-Iſland, Neur. Jerſey, W ton, Wilmington, 


f Dr Cheſter-town, Choptank, Alexandria, Virginia, 


Wincheſtet, and 1 Jocietiny, tranſmitted no infor- | 

mation on the ſubject. 

X. To keep accurate rei been all * of ma- : 
e executed within the fre ines 7 eachy 
'* foriety: e wy | 

Ae York. 7 A to by this 1 from the felt, 60 

far as depended on itſelf. . 


5 Ponblouia 4 regiſter of nene kept by the adting 


committee. 

3 at The ſociety ene a r eee all ma- 
. Baltimore, Wi numiſſions are matter of record in the county 
' Choptank,  - courts  _ | 
Lan. A regiſter i is kept by the lots, wanumilions: 
are recorded in the court of Common Pleas. 


b 


„ 
— 


: 3 b. Deeds of emancipation. are recorded in the 


-:,. county courts. . 
From: Rhode: Iſland, Connecticut, New ee Waſhitg- | 
7 Wilmington, Delaware, Cheller-towny a, m_ 
Kentucky ſocieties no information, , 
Ib To 4 Rribute ſuitable publications tending to 
_ . promote the den of the ene ol 
New Tork. Atrendedto partially; 
- New-Ferſey. Attended to generally... 
: Pennjylvaniac Faithfully attended to. 
e Attended” to, and a new 1 is ſoon 
to be made on the ſubject of ſlavery. 
From Rhode. Aland. Connecticut, nge ee. Wilming- 
wa, Delaware, Maryland, Cheſter town, Choptank, Virgi · 


1 Wincheſter and OE — as" 


1 45 . 3 
XII. 75 1 10 WOE a INE St 1 


retained here as ſlaves, contrary to ſhe FO. 


l r the National Convention of France. . TA 
: Ebene. Adted on as caſes have occurred —from the 


V other ſocieties—no eee e 


XII. To di oa the 85 of articles ehe 


7 8 _— 5 To = 


No We Wes on n'this bude. are rene as | 


dens 2 by any of the ROY 


| XIV. To di ifribute the adarefe : to * 5 peep VE 


of color from the convention of 1 7 96. 


New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Marne and 
| Alexandria ſocieties—done. 
| Choptank ſaciety. Not received till late by this fociety. —* 
Virginia ſociety. Done in part. 


From Rhode Iſland, Catia Waſhington, Wake 
ton, Delaware, Cheſter- town, Wincheſter and” Ls 


N en Wi information.” 


xy. To Hine copies of OE IN Pl ther ra- 


e N oy 
ch IE 55 


New- Tori, 5 the original in 1796, a and the tue 


; 1797 : 
Now: Teak: Sent in 4796. Dee 

Pennſylvania. „ 5 t | 
Wilmington. *. Ls Go , ON © 2 
Maryland. „ V 
Alexandria. Sent F Yn 


Virginia. Sent 1796. | 1 
Rhode - Iſland, Wa 1 — 80 —— 


| bp. Wincheller 2 nenn ne n none. 
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Te following era, of the exifting laws * . 1 
ning avery. in the States of Connetticut, New- Wl | 
ork, - New-TFef/ey, Pennſylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia, are .publifhed for general information— 
The incanſi + ap of ſeveral of. "theſe laws atiſes from 
the nature of the fubjedt, and though much care ha. 
been taken to make theſe abſtrafts plain and intelli. 
Fils, yet we du nat fuppoſe we have fully ſucceeded 
in this fut eſſay. We hope vhat fuller documents 
and more confiftent Jaws, will enable future Con- 
wventions to perform this * N 1 8 88 3 


* W uſe 22 


By the exiſting lirws 2 — 8 

1 negro, molatto, or indian ſeryant or ſlave, who ſhall 
de found wandering out of the bounds of the place to which 
he 3 without a paſs from a magiltrate or from his Ko 
owner, ſhall be treated as a runaway, and citizens are im- 9141 
powered to ſecure ſuch perſons and bring them before the | 
ns the owner being! Hable for all charges a, 

Y 

Ferry-men are required not to ſuffer ſach perſons to paſs 
their ferries under penalty of twenty ſhillings for each 
offence, to the owner; and if free negroes ſhall travel with- | 

out ſuch certificate, and be ſtopped or taken up, they ſhall 

pay all charges ariſing thereby. 


Any perſon preſuwing to buy.or receive from 3 an indian, 

© molatto or negro ſervant or flave, any money or goods 
without order {Nat the owner, ſhall be ſentenced to reſtore PE © 

all ſuch articles and alſo forfeit double the value thereof, 

and treble, if the article is not to be obtained: and if the 

perſon ſo offending do not make reſtirution as awarded, then 
to be publicly whipt, not exceeding twenty ſtripes, or make 
ſatisfaction by ſervice. And any indian, negro or molatto 
ſervant or ſlave, ſo depoſiting or ſelling ſuch articles or mo- 

ney, if it appear they were ſtolen, or that ſhall ſteal any 
money or goods and ſhall be convicted, (although the buyer 
or receiver be not found) fhall be whipt, not exceeding 
thirty ſtripes, and the things ſtolen if found, returned to the 
Party injured, or the value if not found.” 


Any ſervant or flave, as above, if found from home after 
nine q'clock at night, may be taken before a magiſtrate, 
who may order him or her to be whipt on the vaked * 
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or ſhall aid or aflift therein, being dul 
eit one hundred pounds, and in addition, ſuch ſum in da- 
mages as the court ſhall determine: Provided that nothing 


and neceſſary bufineſs. _ 


not exteeding ten ſtripes, and pay. coſt of court, unleſb t- 
deemed by the maſter's paying a fine not exceeding ten ſhils 
lings: and any perſon entertaming or tolerating any ſuch 


verſons in his houſe after ſuch hour, ſhall forfeit ten ſhillings, a 


under the penalty of one hundred -pounds.. | 
Any perſon manumitting a ſlave. is liable to the mainte- 
nance of ſuch ſlave; and the ſame as to negro, molatto and 
vpanifh indian ſervants for time, whoſe time is expired; ex- 
cept a certificate be procured from the ſele& men empow- 
ering ſuch libèration, which they are empowered to grant 
if to a majority of them it; appears that ſuch ſſave or ſervant; 
is able to ſupport, himſelf and is of good and peaceable life 
and converſation. . )) Or Oy 13 Re 
No negro or molatto child, born after the firſt day of 
March one thouſad feven hundred and eighty-four, ſhall be 


No ſlave ſhall be imported into this Rate to be left or ſold; 


held in ſervitude after attaining the age of twenty-five years, 
No citizen or reſident of this ſtate, ſhall import ortranſport 


or buy or ſell or receive on board his or her veſſel, with in- 


tent to cauſe to be imported or tranſported, any of the in- 
| habitants, of any country in Africa, as flaves, or ſervants 
for term of years: upon penalty of fifty pounds for each 
3 ſo imported or tranſported, and of five hundred 


pounds for every veſſel employed in ſuch importation or 
tranſportation; and all inſurance on veſſels ſo employed, or 


* 


ſlaves or ſervants ſo ſhipped is void. 


Any perſon who ſhall kidnap, decoy or forcibly carry off, 
out of this ſtate any free negro, indian or molatto or any 


rſon entitled to freedom at the age of 8 * 
u y.convi ed, ina 5 Or- 


* 


in this act ſhall operate to prevent perſons removing out of 


this ſtate, for the purpoſe of reſidence, from carryin or 
tranſporting with them ſuch ne roes or molattoes as belong 


to them, or to prevent perſons living within this ſtate, from 


direQing their ſervants out of this ſtate about their ordinary 
Any owner, maſter or fagor of any veſſel clearingout for 
the coaſt of Africa, or ſuſpected by any citizen of this tate, 

be intended for the ſlave trade in any part of the world, 


may on declaration of ſuch ſuſpicion, made on oath to 


the naval officer, to his ſatisfaction, be required ta give bond 
in one thouſand pounds that none of the natives of Africa, 


vr any other foreign country, ſhall be taken on board ſuch 


veſſel, 


* 


veſſel, during her voyage, wich inten to be tranſp rted a J 


 flaves to any other part of the world. 


All perſons are required to give in to the "OS Clerk of 


the place where they reſide, on oath, the names of fuch chil- 


dren as are or ſhall be in their poſſeſſion, as are entitled to 5 


freedom at the age of twenty-five years, under penalty 


forty ne for e e en er che time er : 


by this act. 
No perſon hall andre 6 or allt in ende FM the 


| purpoſe of ſelling, out of this ſtate, any negro or molatts 
flave or ſervant for time, upon penalty of one hundred 


unds. And all notes, bonds, mortgages or ſecurites given 
in payment for perſons ſo tranſported, are made void. 


If any owner of a ſlave ſhall make application to any | two 
of the civil authority, or one of the civil authority and two 
ſele& men'of the town to which he belongs, for the purpoſe 
of manumitting his ſlave, it ſball be the duty of ſaid autho- 
rity if the ſlave is found to be in health, and not more 
than forty-five years of age or lefs than twenty-five years, 
to give to the owner a certificate thereof under their hands: 


Provided the ſlave is deſirous of being made free, and this 


certificate enables the owner to manumit tlie ſlave, without 


enn any h of after ee te him. . 


By the af f the Dinifhrirk of the fate of New. 
Tork, paſſed the twenty-ſecond of February 1788, 


and which comprizes all the aki reſpedting ſaver, ; 


it is enatted : 


That every negro, molatto or de Sithin the "AY i 


who at the time of the paſſing the act, was a ſlave for life, 
ſhall continue ſuch unleſs manumitted, in the manner pre- 
ſcribed by the act, or ſet free by ſome future law of the ſtate; 


and the children of ſuch perfon ſhall follow the condition of 


the mother, and be adjudged flaves. The baptizing of a 
ſlave is declared not to be a manumiſſion of ſuch ſlave. - 


Slaves under fifty years of age may be manumitted, by | 


the owners of them, on procuring a certificate from the 


_ overſcers of the poor, or two juſtices of the peace, or the 
| mo or or „ Recorder. and two batch hat: duch ſaves ap- 


X * 
* 
- 


Pear to be i. ftty'5 years of age, vai of fulcient alte | 
to maintain themſelves, and having ſuch certificate regiſter- 
ed with the Clerk of the city, county or town, where the 
8 or ſlave reſides; without being obliged to give ſecurity | 

to indemnify ſuch city, town or place, or to maintain them 
after they have become helpleſs through old age or infirmity. 


_ Slaves may, in like manner, be need Of 1 1 70 * me = 
_ executors procure ſuch cert ificate. : 


Or they may be manumitted 58 any. ape ee ach 
ne Ga, provided the owner or the executors of any tel 
tator, or any other perſon, in behalf of the flave, will give 
ſecurity at the ſeffions, or enter into a bond to the ſtate, to 
fave harmleſs the city, town or place, from the charge of 
any ſuch ſlave. And, even if any ſuch perſon is manumit- 
ted by laſt will, or otherwiſe, and no certificate be attained 

or ſecurity given, yet ſuch ſlave ſhall be conſidered as freed - 
from the owner. or his exgcutors, adminiſtrators or aſſigns, 
and he or they ſhall be liable to maintain them when they 
become helpleſs and unable to maintain themſelves. Tf the 

_ overſeers of the poor ſhall refuſe to give the certificate as 


abovementioned, the owner may appeal to the Quarter Sel- 
"wy who are authorized to grant the certificate... | 


No perſon can fell ſlaves to another who is wbable 4 


maintain them, under the penalty of twenty pounds 1 and 
hall ſtill be deemed owner of ſuch flaves. _ © 


Any ſlave ſtriking a white perſon may be 3 by a 
Juſtice of the Peace, and be tried and ſuffer the poniſhmmenc 
inflicted for petit larceny. 


In all capital caſes, vegroes or of hi _ les, ſhall have the 
privilege f a trial by jury. . - 4. 5 


ZgGlaves Fgonvicted of any erime, 8 a cle * 

may on the requeſt of the owner, and at the deſeretion of 

the court, be tranſported out of the Rate. Slaves are not 
admitted as witneſſes in any cauſe whatever for or againſt 
any perſon, except that in criminal caſes, their evidente 
| may be taken for, or againſt, each other... 

All contracts made with flaves, without ends of ior 

owners, are void. The owners of ſlaves are Gable 22 Se 
treſpaſſes to the value of five pounds. 0 


No perſon ſhall harbour a runaway Dave, or trade with 
a ſlave without coat of he ng p F of 
five pounds. 

To prevent the further caipbreationt of: faves into . 
oo it is enacted — TRat any perſon who: ſhall ſell, * a 
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| ave, within this ſtate, any negro or other perſon, who las 
been imported or brought Ae lince the firſt of 
June, 1785, or ſince. the paſſing of the act, ſhall be deemed 
_ -guilty of @ public offence, and forfeit one hundred pounds, 
to be recovered by action of debt with coſts of ſuit, one half 
to the Treaſurer of the es and the other half to the perſon 
. fuing for the ſame—and-'every ſuch perſon; ſo brought into 
e 
ll 


4 


ate and ſold, is declared to be free and if any perſon 


intent to export or carry ſuch ſlave out of the ſtate to be ſold, 
ſuch perſon or agent, ſhall, in like manner be deemed guilty 
of a public offence, and forfeit the fum of one hundred 
h pounds; and ſuch lave,, immediately after he ſhall be ſo 
purchaſed, taken, or received, is declared to be fre. 


A os of New: gg ln helf flaws, v 


The as palſed the.twentieth of October, 1694, prohibits 
the permitting any flave to carry any gun or piſtol, or take 
_- any dog with him into the woods or e ene unleſs ac- 
 companied by his owner or ſome other white perſon by order 


25 his owner, under the penalty of twenty ſhillings for the 


firſt. offence, and thirty ſhillings for the ſecond, and ten 
millings more for every offence after; to be recovered of the 

owner — Infficts a penalty on ſuffering ſlaves to keep any 
"ſwine without the owners mark, and provides that any per- 


font tending to any ſlave a piſtof or gun, ſhall forfeit the ſame 


© The act paſſed March feventeenth, 1713, prohibits the 
trafficking with any negro, indian or molatto ſlave, without 
he conſent of the owier or other perſon having the care of 


.  Tuch ſlave, under the penalty of twenty Thillings for the firſt 


- offence, and forty ſhillings for the ſecond and every other 


offence, and authorizes the taking up and whipp "pour 


- Nave that may be found five miles from his maſter or mii- 
treſſes habitation, or that may come out of any other pro- 
vince into:New-Jerſey, unleſs ſach flave have leave in writ- 


ing from his maſter or miſtreſs, or is known to be on his or. 


ber buſineſs. EF) ce ous 
. "The twelfth ſection of the ſame act preſcribes the penalty 
of forty. ſhillings for every time that any perſon ſhall har- 


bour or entertain the ſlave of another without the conſent 
of the. maſter or miſtreſs, excepting in diſtreſs of weather 


| or other extraordinary occaſion, and if any perſon ſhall 


- Thal buy, or, as an agent, . ſhall receive any ſlave, with an 


ſhall happen to be loſt, die, or be otherwiſe rendered unfer. 


The thirteenth ſe ion provides, that no negro, indi or 
mblatto, who ſhall thereafter be made free, ſhall hold or 


r 


own right, in fee ſimple or fee rail. 


poſſeſs any houſes, lands, tenements or hereditaments in his | 


The firſt ſeRion of an att paſſed-Oftober twenty-third, 


1751, authorizes any Juſtice of the peace, on application to 
him made by the maiter of any ſervant or ſlave, to cauſe 4 
be brought before him any perſon, who may be ſuſpected ot 
having ſold any ſtrong liquor to ſuch ſlave or ſervant with- 
out his maſter's conſent, and to tender an oath or affirmation 
that he has not ſo done, and his refuſal to take the ſaid oath 


or affirmation ſhall be ſufficient evidence to convict him 


__ ̃ K 
The ſecond and third ſections provide, chat if more than 
five negroor molatto ſlaves ſhall meet and aſſemble together, 


(unleſs on their maſter or miſtreſſes buſineſs) they thall be 


apprehended and whipped, and if any negroor molatto flave 


ſhall be ſeen from his maſter's houſe after nine o'clock at 


night, except on his maſter or miſtreſſes buſineſs, or ſhall be 


ſeen to hunt or carry a gun on the Lord's day, he fall be 


1 0 before f A Juſtice of the peace and whipped ; but n ot 


hing in the ſaid act ſhall be conſtrued to prevent any negro _ 


or molatto ſlave from going to church or meeting, and at- 


their maſter or miſtreſſes conſent, rn. 
Aue paſſed March the ſecond, 1786, 
| + Sedion 1, Inflicts a penalty of fifty pounds for bringing 
a ſlave into the ſtate imported from Africa ſince 1776. 
gection II, Inflids a penalty of twenty pounds for brings 
ing a ſlave into the ſtate though not imported ſince 1776. 


Section III, Exempts from the above penalty perſons 
coming into the ſtate to ſettle, and ſtrangers making a tem- 


rary ſtay, provided the flaves they bring have not been 
imported from Africa ſince the year 1776, which ſlaves are 


not to be ſold in the ſtate. „ 5 
. . Sedtion IV, Gives ſuch penalties to the uſe of the ſtate. 
Section V, Authorizes the manumiſſion of ſound and ra- 


tional ſlaves between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-five 


years, by writing under hand and ſeal, under the inſpection 
of two Gverſeers of the poor and two Juſtices of the peace, 


=” 


viceable, he ſhall pay the value of ſuch flave to the owner, 


tending on divine ſerviee or from burying their dead with 


te 
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- the conſent, alſo, of parents if ſuch minor ba 
"Juſtice to make a record of ſuch conſent and give ſuch flave 


N at or UNE dhe removal of a 1918 PD 


80 FT 


tify the me, an d gives 1 of much cert : 
 kificate, which ſhall exempt the e mater” s eſtate from main- 
taining the flave fo freed if he or ſhe, at a future, time be- 
comes chargable, and orders the manumiſſion and cartons | 
ws be recorded in the office of the Clerk of rhe county. 


Section VI, Gives the flave ſo ſer free, a legal e 
bp” the rownſhip wherein the maſter or miſtreſs had a ſettle- 
ment when the ſlave was thus emancipated, and any poſſeſ- 
| Gon, duty, employment or "paying 55 * not Look EW : 
tlement elſewhere. 


Section VIII, Authorizes grand} rarles oaks cognizance 
of inhuman treatment or abuſe of ſlaves, petmitting the 
Court to fine the perpetrator, nor exceeding five pounds for 
the firſt offence and ten pounds for he ſecond, giving the 
penalty to the townſhip. 


Section IX, Prohibits ſlayes freed i in arte; fate; 2 
travelling i in hw tate, and infficts a penalty of five pounds 
per: week on any perſon concealing, employing or permit- 
ng ſuch to live in their honſe or on their land, nor may a 
lave freed in ſerſey, travel out of the townſhip or county 
wherein he was manumitted, without a certificate of his: 
freedom, ſigned by two Juſtices and TOS by Ws 
n Clerk under ſeal. of the 8 Court. 1 8 


Ly 1 ble — 1 lb, th | 


2% ; 80 


*  Sedion T, Forfeits the veſſel, appurieyayces and cargoy 


A if fitted out for the ſlave trade. 


Section II, Gives of ſuch forfeiture, 3 2 to the ſtate 4 T 
to the proſecutor. | 


Section III, Inflicts a penalty of bfry 8 Ss 


. of veſſels, ſeamen or other perſons for attempting to _ 
| when about to be ſeized under this law. 


Section VI, Provides that no ſlave that has ed. one 
year laſt paſt in the ſtate, ſhall be removed out with a-defign 
thereby of changing his or her place of abode if of full 


age, without the conſent of ſuch flave, teſtified on private 
_ examination before a Juſtice of the peace, and if under the 


age of twenty-one years conſent as aboveſaid, t . Ae with 
any, the 


à copy thereof, with the name, age, former place of abode, 
the reaſon of ſuch removal and the name of the place to 
which he or ſhe is about to go; and any perſon removing 


Wo 


Nt os 
"3s 


* 


n a; wa forfeit We pay EL k bonds for Ry" ach- | 
| offence, half the penalty 4 to the proſecutor-and half to th "IP 
poor. But this act is not to be conſtrued to hinder a malter- 
or miſtreſs'who ſhall remove to and reſide in-aporher tate, : 

from taking his or her ſlave or ſlaves with him or her. 


Section V. Puts negro and molatto flaves or free perſons 


| on the ſame footing with regard to trials and e . 


in all criminal caſes with white people. 


Section VI, Obliges maſters and miſtreiſys, $0: wht all | 
negro and molatto aves and ſervants to W While under 
che age of twenty - one years, —_ for relaſal: or e EM in · 
e „ 


* 
— * 


EE 4 


Arad, 7 the exiflng l. And f Pansen. 5 
No perſon born in this ſtate fince the firſt of March, nee 
hall be conſidered as a flave or ſervant for life. 


Negro or molatto children born of ſlaves are to ſerve all 
"io age of twenty-eight years, and to be entitled to ſimilar 
treatment and freedoms with white ſervants. 


Slaves not duly regiſtered before the firſt of November, | 


1780, cr in caſe of run · aways or thoſe employed abroad as 


ſeamen within five years after that date, are to be conſidered 
as free — The maſters to be liable to the Overſeers of the 
poor, where ſuch negro or molatto ſhall become chargable, 
unleſs 2 manumitted Werde 5 age of e 5 
Fears. ; . 

Trials of negroes We akon mal be the ſame as of 
other perſons but the evidence of a flave thall not be Ad 
mitted againſt a freeman. 


When ſentence of death is Hebdted againſt: 2 ane, the 


| me; ſhall be indemnified for the loſs. 


. Slaves brought i into this ſtate from other ates c or Sans, | 
| except the domeſtic ſlaves of Members of Congreſs, of fo 
reign Miniſters and Conſuls, of perſons paſſing through or 
ſojourning but not becoming reſidents, and ſeamen. in veſſels 
not belongin $ to any inhabitant of his ſtate; and (except 
in the caſe of Members of Congreſs, foreign Miniſters and 
_  Conſuls) not retained in the ſtate more than fix months, thall 
be deemed free - but no ſhelter or relief from this act ſhall 
be given to run-aways from ſlavery or ſervitude. 


- 


— 


; en than ſeven years, or if. 


” 42 


N "I ſervitude or 


bound, till che age of twenty-eight. Peas. 


No negro or molatto ſlave or ſervant for a et e, | 
hall be removed out of the ſtate for the purpoſe of chang- 


ing reſidence or otherwiſe fruſtrating the good intention of 


this law, without the conſent, legally: obtained; of ſuch flave. 
or fervant; nor ſhall any perſon ſell, or diſpoſe of any 4 
. 5 or ſervant to any 1 out of the ſtate penalty ſe- 


venty-five pounds, 


Children born of dates, to 1 Aaly regilered bio ks, 
months after birth—otherwiſe the malter to. loſe all right to. 
the ſervice of ſuch children. | 
No.y veſſel ſhall be fitted out from any port in this late, for 

the purpoſe of carrying on a trade or traffic in ſlaves, under 
the penalty of forfeiting ſaid veſſel; and every perſon con- 
cerned in thus fitting out, aiding 9 CAB ſhall | pay * 
penalty, of one thouſand pounds, . 


Huſband and wife, parent and child, in a ks of ly, 
or-ſervitude for a term of years, ſhall not be ſeparated bo a 


greater diſtance than ten miles, for the purpoſe of changing 


e place of abode, without the conſent of ſuch huſband or 


Wife legally obtained; or, in the caſe of a child, that it be 
above the age of four years—penalty fifty pounds. 


For kidnapping, or by fraud, force or violence, —_ 


away any negro or molatto out of this tate; a Thor rom of one 


hundred pounds, and ee to 55 r from fix 
to ar 1 
38 the tele laws of 1 Marglend, 


| . imported or brought! into the ſtate either for ls 
or to reſide, ceaſe to be the property of the perſon i import- 
ing or bringing them in and become free, except ſuch per- 
ſon be a citizen. of the United States, coming with a bona 
fide intention to reſide and bring ſuch perſons with him as 
his property, on his removal or within a year after, ſuch 
ſlaves ox their wother having been ce wan for. 
three years in ſome 5 * hare States. 


n Gall be vad 
under. e, F en, 


— 


— 


that thoſe of a maſter of a family do not exceed . 
"thoſe of a fingle man three in number, and that a liſt af them 


A 


A en of wi ION owning. land and ſayes employed 
ereon in an adjoining tate, may bring them in a for his own. 

7 but not for lale; provided ſuch ſlaves or their; anceſtors 
were reſident in ſuch adjoining ſtate before the twenty-firſt 
8 April, 1783, and a liſt of ſuch flaves be filed with the 
lerk of the county within three months in the form pre · 


ſeribed by law. This privilege i is alſo granted to a citizen 
| of Another ſtate ownin land i in this ſtate, to citizens of this, 
| acquiring. property in f 


Haves in another ſtate, and to citizens 
of another ſtate acquiring property in them in this ſtate by | 


marriage, bequeſt, diſtribution or as guardians, who may 
2 eckively bring in or carry out fuch ſlaves,” 


A negro. or other flave carried out of the ſtate by an 
executor, adminiſtrator or guardian, may be brought 1 in 
| again by the owner or proprietor. © | 


No perſon can diſpoſe of flaves imported or brou ght in, 

IT their increaſe, unleſs he ſhall have been egen in Ny 

ate for three years preceding ſuch ſale, except by laſt will 

and teſtament, or for the. en of boi fide megan bi or in 
a ag: of intellacy. 

Oitizens of Planes ſceking. an W in . A Fe 

becomin ug reſident therein, may hold their ſlaves; pr rovided 

ve, and 


be recorded with the Clerk of the county. They are not per- 
mitted to ſell them in the ſtate, and if a greater number than 


the law permits are brought in, e m_ be N 


yin, a year or they become free. 


.” Perſons brought into this ſtate fem any i he United 
States, and bound to ſervice for a term of years by the laws 


; of the ſtate from which they are W g P no lon- 


ger than ſuch laws oblige them. 5 
—Any perſon forcibly or Grandulaindh . or car- 


2 rying out of the ſtate or bringing therein any free negro or 


molatto, knowing them to be free or entitled to freedom at 


aà certain age, and ſelling them for life or for a rg er term _ 


than they are bound to ſerve by law, forfeits eight undred 
dollars for every ſuch offence, and in eaſe of in ility to pay 

is to be adjudged to labor on the f roads for a period 
not exceeding | five years. bead 


Healthy flaves may be e by writing under hand 
and ſeal, executed in preſence of two witneſſes or by laſt will 


: and teſtament, provided ſuch ſlaves be under forty-five years 


E008 and it be not in prejudice of creditors. Such manu. 
on muſt be recorded, and a copy of the * is re- 
ae as good evidence. 5 1 8 ; 


3 
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—_ 5 bn FF FEOF FU are W jener Fn 5 
3 | Conte: but muſt be preferred in the "te joke the county - „„ 
5 5 Sphere the petitioner. reſides, and at the inftance of either 
1 party rial by jury may be had, upon which, either may 
=.” |  <challenpe peremptorily, twelve jurors: no appeal is allow. - 
| | . bs from the Judgracnt« of tack Conrt, 1 gd on matters 250 
ef W. N LM 
i, | "The Ae of any Satoner ob eedom, i is Table for „„ 
„„ alt coſts in SG of the diſmiſſal of the petition, unleſs the es | 
Court under all the circumſtances are of opinion that there 7 
were probable grounds, and no new-petition can” hay 1 780 5 8 
red until the colts of a former are paid. . 5 8 9 
1 Any perſon convicted of giving a paſs to a "OR or "oh : 
„ vant or aſſiſting by advice or donation or loan the tranſport 
| ing of any ſuch ſlave or ſervant, or by other unlawful means 
| _ depriving the owner of their ſervice, is to be fined not . : 
—_ | ing two hundred dollars. 8 F | 
—_— - © _ _ "Stealing of negroes or other fluves 4 is puniſhed wh hank, . |. 
—_ ,' A free negrogivingor ſelling a certificate of his freedom „„ 
N to a ſlave in order that he may perſonate the grantee of ſuch 1 : 
| certificate and thereby obtain his freedom, forfeits a ſum - 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, and upon non- e 8 
WAY be fold 5 2 term not exceeding ſeven years. 2 


. Free negroes are not perrnitted to give evidence — 
a white perſon nor in favor of a ſlave petitioning for freedom: 
neither can they vote at elections or be e or appointed þ 
to any office of profit or truſt. 3535 
A flave giving falſe teſtimony einn 3 ſlave Wan V: 
. 8 one ear cut off on the day of conviction and receive 91 
„ tthirty nine laſhes, and on the following day thall have MM 48.3 
. | other ear cut off and the ſame number of laſhes repeated. ; | „ 0s 


No perſon is to join in marriage: any negro or molatto 

ute wich a white perſon e e 0 five thouſand 
—_—  -: pounds of tobacco. Bn 
= Free negroes or molattoes i intermairying with 1 are 

* ____ hable' to become ſlaves for life except molattoes born of 
white women who become ſervants for ſeven years. Te 


A white woman having a child by a negro or other flave 
becomes (if free) a ſervant for ſeven years, and-if a ſervant 
t is obliged to ferve ſeven years after her preſent term ex- 
- Pires; the ſame penalty is to be inflicted on a free negro 
N having a child by a negro woman who is a ſlave, on a mol 1 
e woman OY baſtard child by a flave, „„ 1 


5 negro | : 


” 
A 
& 
3 8 
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3 4 
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. 


\begro woman. ak: A  batland child * a 3 man . 5 
on a white man begetting a baſtard calle: on a negro worm | 
whether ſhe is a flave or free. 


The baptiſm of negroes or — is declared not 0 
ive any right to freedom. 2 15 


Maſters permitting cheir laves to go about 3 may 8 
be held under recognizance by the county Courts. 


The owner of any negro or other flave who thall ſuffer | 
ford ſlave to keep horſes or to raiſe cattle or hogs as his 
proper right, forfeits five hundred Poe of wbaceo aud | 
uch horſes, &c. are alſo forfeited. 


A perſon permitting his flave to go'at "Ha or to hire | 
bimſelf, and the perſon hiring or contracting with any ſuch 
flave, forfeits five pounds per month, except. ten __ at 
_ harveſt or in caſe the ſlave is a pilot. 


Any perſon entertaining a runaway ſervant or XY WO ok. 
On five hundred pounds of tobacco for every twenty-four 
hours, and if a free negro or molatto harbours any ſuch 
_ ſervant or ſlave he forfeits one tllouſand pounds of tobacco: 
1f he be unable to pay, the Juſtices may immediately order | 
| fatisfadtion by fervitude or otherwiſe. 


Negroes meeting together from home 8 4 
''from their owners or overſeers on the ſabbath or other holy 
day may be whipped by the conſtable not exceeding thirty. 
nine laſhes, and any negro of the owner of the place where 
ſuch meeting may. be, refuſing to aſſiſt the conſtable ſhall 
receive thirty-nine laſhes. Any perſon encouraging the 
meeting of {ſaves except on lawful oecalions, ions a np 
thouſand. pounds of tobacco. Se 


Any ſtrange negro coming on A plantation not his 3 8 


and not on his maſter's lawful occaſions, being ordered to 
go home and refuſing or delaying fo to do, may be whipped 
by order of the owner of mb plantain: not 1 Qur- 
ty-nine laſhes, _. 


Slaves ſelling liquor or keeping en at any 
muſter· ground, Eorſe - race, & e. without the order or per- 
miſſion of their owners are liable to be puniſhed at the diſere - 
tion of a Juſtice of the peace not exceeding twenty ſtripes. 


A free negro or molatto living idle without any vilible 


=} means of maintenance, may be apprehended and obliged 


to give ſecurity for his good behaviour in a ſum not exceed» | 

ing thirty dollars, and in default thereof, may be ordered 

by the Juſtice to leave the ſtate within five days, and if he 
mall refuſe to comply or ſhall return within fix months, he 
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Fay be committed; ah if 1 wa 10t Aicha e Fe priſon 
fees within twenty days, may um by ihr Sheriff for a 
term. not exceeding fix months. 


Negroes and other ſlaves running into the . from . 
their maſters* ſervice, and deſtroying cattle, &c; upon refu- | 


ſal to ſurrender themſelves or makin 15 reſiſtance againſt per- 
ons legally empowered, may be killed and deſtroyed. 


If any ſlave is killed in reſiſting any officer or other per- 


ſon endeavouring to apprehend him ſuch officer or other pee. 


fon i is indemnified from any proſecution. 


A negro or other flave Ariking a white perſon is to e 


dne of his ears eropt. 
It is lawful for the Jultices of this: county Court, to puvith 


Naves convicted of going abroad in the night, or riding 


orſes in the day time without leave, by cropping, brandin 
in the cheek with the letter K. ' . 5 
to life or to render them unfit for la 


Any flave attempting or conſpi piring to raiſed inſurrection 
or to murder any perſon, or to commit a rape upon a white 


man, or to burn any dwelling-houſe & or out · houſe wherein 


there are perſons or goods, is puniſhed with-death without 
benefit of Clergy, unleſs the Judges, in their diſcretion, 
think proper to ſubſtitute labor on the des roads for a a 


riod not exceeding fourteen years. 


Any negro or other {lave, convicted hy his own een | 
or verdict of Jury of pettit treaſon, murder or arſon, is to 


have ] his right hand cut off, to be hanged in the uſual man- 


her, to have his head ſevered from his body, the body di- 


vided into four quarters, and his head and 4 ohio ſet 90 in 


dhe moſt public places of the county. 


The full value of an executed ſlave is Agel, by the 


Court and paid to the owner. 


Ai negro or molatto, guilty of: pillering or other — | 


or miſdemeanor, cognizable by the county Court, may upon 


full proof before a Juſtice of the peace, be 1 to be 


whipped not exceeding forty laſhes. 


No negro or other ſlave is permitted to carry a Sun or 


other offenſive weapon from his maſter's land without 
licence, and any one offending therein ay: be . 


* 


or eue not eee | 


n DE OS EE I Pers 


Free negroes and. 8 are by the e e 
|tluded from the Fight of een of conſequence m 5 ͤ V 
All negroes or wolutrace: except fich as od, Se 


. ers or reſide upon the ec are prohibited from deen 8 N 
hl or carrying any gun, powd ler, oy TY her: weapons Ih 
5 _  offenſiveor defen . C 
1 Lifting che hand Fee peri . ; 
| caſe, except a wanton ge iy ways ON or | 
ee beben by whipping. N : 
No negro or molano den be x Libet in any bekenne EOS 


orcivil ſuit in which. a white perſon is a party. 


. Emancipated negroes may be ſold to pay the bes of” 
their former maſter, contracted before their emancipati 
and they may be hired out to ſatisfy their taxes — | = 
1 a re diſtreſs can he pw Wl" epi are to wings bound 5 . 1 
1 Fes negroes beet all K e adeagtage⸗ in caj pie * I 
5 . which white men are entitled to fave fl atrial by a Jury QSO 
their own complection: and 4 fla ing for his Freedom f. 
ſhall have the ſame privilege. . 

Free negroes reſiding or employed to labour i in any town „ 
muſt be regiſtered; the ſame thing is required of ſuch as go ä 
| at large in any county. The penalty in both caſes is a fine ._ - 5 or OO 
| upon che perſon employing or orgy, them, and 9 1 „ „ 

priſonment of the negro. 15 3 
The migration of . or ee to this Hate -* 

* prohibited, and thoſe who do migrate to it; _— fent back . "£5 
'4 ; 1 the place from whence they came. V 
Any perſon having one-fourth Foy blood i in | him. is. : 
deemed a molatto. | Eo 
No diſtinction made between eee and — —̃ W 

whether ſlaves or freemen. F 
58 Importation of ſlaves either by „ 
; flavesbrought i into the ſtate and kept therein one whole ern HR 

or ſo long at different times as ſhall amount to a vent io non 

be free—every perſon importing ſlaves, ſubje& to.a fine o 
1 two hundred dollars for each 7 any imported—the ſeller or : An 
0, to WY of an 1 dollars. FREE ST. —2—" 
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des except rs. 
er, s 1785, Din deſcendants of the” 
Any Jufti ef thi 5 ales Rk notice of Po import 
on of any ſlaves Long or indirectly from any part of 
3 the Weſt-Indies, to cauſe ſuch ſlaves to 4 apa] 
I and: tranſported out of the commonwealth ⸗ 


— 


Slaves not to go abroad without leave in writing from : 


hols maſters, and if they do, may be whipped—any per- 
fon ſuffering a ſlave to remain on his plantation for four 
Hours together, or dealing with him without leave in writ- 
ing trom his maſter, is ſubject to a fine -a run-away ſlave 
may be apprehended and committed to jail, and if not 
claimed within three months (being firſt advertiſed, ) he ſhall 
de hired ont, having an iron collar firfl put about his neck— 
and if not claimed within a year, may be ſold. 


Riots, routs, unlawful aſſemblies, treſpaſſes and 3 Hina 
ſpeeches by ſlaves, are puniſhable with 1 8 55 at the diſcre- 
tion of a ſultice of the peace. 

The maſter of a ſlave permitting bun to go go bees and 
trade as a free man, is ſubject to a fine; and if be ſuffe 


the ſlave to hire himſelf out, ſuch ſlave nray be ſold, — | 


twenty-five per cent. of the price be applied to the uſe of 
the county. 


Slaves not permitted to intermarry ith any . peſon, 
yet no puniſhment is annexed to the offence in the ſlave, nor 
15 the marriage void; but the white. perſon contracting the 
marriage and the Clergyman by whom it is celebrated, are 
Hable ro fine and impriſonment. 


Slaves not admitted to the betiebe.x of uin by 8 „ 


tices of every county or corporation, conſtituted Juſtices of 


Oyer and Terminer for the trial of ſlaves charged with trea- 
ſon or felopy—requires five Juſtices at leaſt to conſtitute a 
Court, and unanimity in the Court for his condemnation— 
allowed council to be paid by his owner may object to the 
proceedings thirty days allowed before nn, except. 
in caſes of conſpiracy, inſurrection or rebel lion. 


To attempt the chaſtity of a white woman forcibly, is 


5 puniſhable by diſmemberment. 


When any perſon conceives himſelf legally derazocd x as 
a ſlave, to make application to a Magiſtrate or to the Court 
of the diſtri, county or corporation where he or ſhe may 


reſide and not elſewhere — petition for freedom to recite ma- 


terial facts, and the Court is to appoint council who ſhall 


z* 
* 


- 


% 


t 


St 


= 


a” 


* 


recovery of his freedom, 
one hundred dollars, 
an action for damages. 


l dower in 1 ſaved ww her, 
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aiding or 


to the 


although 


aſſiſting a 
in oy: he does not — 


in 


therein? 


pated by the huſband's will, in caſe there is not property 
ſufficient beſides to amount to one-third part of his eſtate— 


where part of the ſlaves only are emanei 
| ff thoſe not ſet free. 
- Huſband cannot emancipate his ſlaves by will 


we his widow of her dower therein, if is — be 
not of value ſufficient to | 


of the 


Selling of any free perſon for a 
ra be free, puniſhable with death. 
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